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PURPOSE:   
To define the parameters under which the safety officer will operate and to establish the authority of a safety officer.

DEFINITIONS:
Safety Officer - An individual assigned at an incident scene by the Incident Commander to perform the duties and responsibilities specifies in NFPA 1521.

Emergency Incident - Activities of the fire department related to rescue, fire suppression, EMS, and special operations.

Imminent Hazard- An act or condition that is judged to present a danger to persons or property that is so urgent and severe that it requires immediate corrective or preventive action.

REFERENCES:
National Fire Protection Association Standard 1521
It shall be the responsibility of the Incident Commander to appoint a Scene Safety Officer as soon as practical at an emergency incident scene as outlined in SOG 103 – LFD (Incident Management System Section III, Risk Management).
At an emergency incident, where activities are judged by the Safety Officer to be unsafe and to involve an imminent hazard, the Safety Officer shall have the authority to alter, suspend or terminate the activities.  The Safety Officer shall immediately inform the incident commander of any actions taken to correct imminent hazards at an emergency scene and will suggest an alternative course of action.

At an emergency incident where a Safety Officer identifies unsafe conditions, operations or hazards that do not present an imminent danger, the safety officer shall take appropriate action through the incident commander to mitigate or eliminate the unsafe condition, operation or hazard.

Wherever NON imminent hazards are identified, the safety officer shall develop corrective actions within the administrative process of the fire department.  The Safety Officer will bring notice of such hazards to whoever in the fire department has the ability to cause correction.  In the absence of the Chief, the Safety Officer has the authority to correct the hazard.
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